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4 The Epiſtle Dedicatory: 
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deſiring ard the Voice of the pre- 
fore fel Provide, in the Death ef our 
Friend, «s ed in 4 more particular 
manner to _——— you 
Er rocker Jour 
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 & 10 by 

in him an 

of it when 4 
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175 ele the very. Cin ances; 
which 4775 jour Sorrow, 2255 alſo 
ſerve to allay it. We are affetie For 
do the Eſtimation we have of Things : 
are thoſe to be had in any 255 Atcon cn 
us, 12 45 4 = all ſo ſe 
vary ear? Some Wd of Is. 
ifference T2 425 ſhould be ſhown to t 
45 Jon haue 45 experience found to kf 
| e ſofa 
ter all, you know, me x. Prog ſubmit to a il 
of. God, and this we. ſhould to. with al Da- | 
Tifulneſs of Mind, as conſidering that he, that 
hath taken away Dol him Comfort from us, can, 
f we quarrel » wit him, Fake us away £00. \ 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory 9 
d where to go for Comfort under all the 
ciſſitudes and Diſappointments you meet 
th in this tranſitory Life. © Oe 


I have only to add, that as that Piety and 
al which appear d in your Nephew and 
iece, was very much ſupported and che- 
* by your good Inſftruttions and Exam- 
e; ſo it is to you more eſptcially,- that the 
orld is oblig'd for the Account that has 
en formerly publiſbd of the one, and is 
w of the other. Tour Characters are ſo 
ll known, that you alone are ſufficient to 
my Vouchers for every thing I have 
4; but beſides this, I know I can have 
e Atteſtation of many others, if it were 
edful : and therefore as I have ventur d 
preach and publiſh nothing material, 
t upon a narrow Inquiry both for my 
vn and others Satisfaction, ſo I doubt not 
ſhall be ſupported under any Diſconrage- 
ents I may meet with for what you know I 
ave faithfully deliver'd, according to the 
ricteſt Truth. I doubt not your Prayers, 
nd am ſatisſy d it will be one of the greateſt 
omforts under the Loſs of thoſe you ſo _ 
B 0 
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| BRecurs. IX. 16. 
harſoever thy Hand findeth- to do, do it 
with thy Mig bt ; for there is no Work, nor 
Device, nor Knowledg, nor Wiſdom in 
the Grave, whither thou goeſt. 


4 


| | 1 TOES 
H E Funerals of Iwo of this Aſſembly 
within the laſt Week, might have led 
me to. give you a Diſcourſe at this 
time of Death; but I am oblig'd to do 
| it, in anſwer to a ſpecial Requeſt, oc- 
on'd by the ſurprizing Death of another much 
diwn and much lamented, I mean Mr. Cl:ſold. 
is needleſs to acquaint this Audience, how this 
vince has unexpectedly fallen to me, which I 
Id wiſh had been done by another worthy 
d. I ſhall only ay, that there being ſeveral 
cumſtances relating to the Deceas'd that are re- 
kable, I thought it an Opportunity caſt in my 
, ery thro Divine Help, might be improv'd 
d I had ſhort Warning) to very good purpok 
| beſides, having about a year and half ago a 
dd you in improving the Death of that excel- 
Perſon Mrs. Cliſſold, it made me the leſs un- 


JI 


ling, upon this fad occaſion, to do the like for 
Husband, ' pÞ 2 


A2 * 
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In order to this, could think of no Paſſage 
more pertinent, than that which 1 


unto you. 

The Words, I confeſs, do primarily refer 
the Comforts and Conveniences of this prek 
Life; it being the Deſign of the Preacher to i 
courage Vigour and Diligence in our ſecular | 
finefſes and Employments, with a free and che: 
fal, tho tem uſe -of what our Induſt 
with the Bleſſing of God, has procur'd us, fri 
this Conſideration, that there is no Work, nor 1 
vice, nor Knowledg, nor Wiſdom in the Grave, n 
ther we are all going. 

But then they are alſo applicable to the more 
portant Concern of Religion, and by way of 
commodation may with advantage be turn'd 
that, which, in anſwer to the preſent Providenc 
deſign chiefly to inſiſt upon. For if we ** 
loſe no fair rtunity that may make for 
Advancement of our Temporal Happineſs, dou 
lets we ought to loſe none that may make for 
everlaſting Intereſt and Welfare. And if the 
fideration of Death ſhould quicken our Induſ 
with reſpe& to the things of this Life, much 
ſhould it do the ſame with reſpe& to thoſe of 
nother ; for as to Importance, there is no C 
pariſon to be made between them. With en 
rence to the Concerns of another World, wet 
with the higheſt reaſon apply the Advice tha 
given by the Preacher, Wharſoever' thy Hand 
erh to do, do it with thy Might; for there is 
Skill nor Knowledg, no Contrivance nor Art 
Work nor Labour that can, if we are in 
Circumſtances, relieve and better them there. 

All I defign to ſay on this occaſion, ſhall be 
duc'd to theſe three General Heads of A 


FUNERAL SERMON. 13 


I. That we are all going to the Grave: Þ the 
Grave, whither thou goeft. 

II. The preſent Life is the only Time we have 
to provide for our Souls. What is done in 
this 7 1 . muſt be done now; for there 
is no Work nor Device, &c. in the Grave. 

III. Therefore it is our greateſt Duty, our high- 
__ eſt Wiſdom and Intereſt to do our utmoſt, 
in improving the preſent Opportunities God 
is pleas'd to afford us for our Salvation: 
Whatſoever our Hand findeth to do, that we 

do it with our Might. | begin with the 


Iſt. We are all going to the Grave. This is a 
Truth that needs no Arguments to eſtabliſh it. I 
only mention it for this End, that it may be duly 
conſider d: for tho it be a Truth that is univerſally 
acknowledg'd, and there be none of more Weight 
and Importance; yet ſcarce is there any that is 
leſs thought on, or laid to Heart. | 3 

Who does not know he muſt die? But who is 
there converſes with Death as he ought to do? 
We generally put this Evil far away from us. 
Men either think not of it at all, as being too un- 
pleaſant and melancholy a Theme; or if they do, 
they look upon it as a thing at a great diſtance from 
them, and a long while to come ; and therefore 
judg they ſhall have time enough hereafter, even 
many a year hence, to make Preparation for it. 

Would many live as they do, a& with fo much 
Raſhneſs and Folly, if they had Thoughts of 
Death as a thing at the door? No, my Friends; 
but this is the Miſchief on't, they cheriſh a Pre- 
ſumption of long Life, tho upon no ſolid Reaſon 
or Fqundation : And this unreaſonable Preſump- 

tion 
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tion incourages them in many Liberties, which 
the Thoughts of Death as near, might be a power- 
ful means to reſtrain them from. They > vain 
Confidence of Life, they ran upon thoſe very 
| We ie bs protebie (Healing hoping os 
it is e ing according to 

the natural Sade Things) many would . — 
much longer, were they poſſeſsd that Death was 
nearer to them: For the Thoughts of this would 
have an Influence to make them more ſober, more 
conſiderate, more ful and 1 * all which 
N a natural Tet to the prolonging of 
But moſt Men laying it with themſelves as a 
that they ſhall live to the-full Age of 
Man ; that is, to Sixty, Seventy or Eighty Years: 
There are theſe dangerous Conſequences which fol- 
oo” n Wan be 

: wo neg what ought to 

rhe N principal Buſineſs of Life, viz. the 
Gving of their and making Proviſion for 


Secondly, "They this Proſpect, give 
n this Pro » Eive 
more freely into a Lib fleſhly Indulgence and 
Plcafure z thinking the youthful Part of their 
Time to be no more a Temptation to Sin, than it 
is an Excuſe for it. Or at leaſt, | 
Thirdly, They drown themſelves in the vaſt 
Hurries and Cares of worldly Enterprizes and Bu- 
fineſſes. | 
All theſe Evils are owing to the Conceit and 
Imagination which Men are too generally apt to en- 
tertain of having time enough before them ; tho 
by this means they commonly ſhorten their Days, 
and when Death comes, they are in a very bad 
Poſture to leave the World. And Oh! what a 
on _ __ Jurprize 


a - 


"FUNERAL SERMON. 15 
rprize muſt it be to ſuch Perſons to be over- 
dae iy "ith 4 — before they have made any Pro- 
vifio or it, but on the contrary were pro- 
955 "to heinſctyes nothing 6ther, than a long 
ent of worldly. Pleaſure and Proſperity ! 
What a fearful Surprize and Diſappointment muſt 
But one would think there is nothing ſhould more 
effectualhy cure us of theſe Evils, vid; prevent theſe 
deſtructive Miſchiefs, than the conſideration of the 
vaſt multitudes that die 1ong before they attain 
that Period of Time to which they hop'd to live. 
They who have expected to live to Fourſcore, have 
many of them Fes before they attain'd either the 
half or quarter part of that Age. The Word of 
SP not only teſtify to us the uncertainty 
but we have the — demonſtrations 
of it in innumerable es (beſides that which 
has given occaſion to this Courſe) that are daily 
before our Eyes. And indeed, to one that lives to 
the full Age e of Man, ifa Computation were made, 
it will be found there are great Numbers who die 
before Forty. 
A There cannot therefore be a OREN i of 
| wilful Deception, than that o an's 
himſelf a long continuance in this Wor - ſeeing 
the whole Race of Mankind may'be fitly conceiv A 
to reſemble a large and ſpacious Tree that is fill'd 
with a vaſt and mi ghty Bloom; but then the far 
greateſt part of this withers' and decays preſently 
| upon the firſt appearance, much of the other by 
; ſudden blaſts or ſtorms of Wind, and various o- 


) ther accidents is carried off: .o that that which 
remains and arrives to matnrity, bears no propor- 
1 
- 


tjon to that which periſh'd Jong before. 
But 
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But be this how it will, it is moſt certain we are 
all going to the Grave, and they that live longeſt 
muſt die at laſt, and every day and hour is ſhort- 
ing our Time. The we remove from our 


that are running in 
as the Stream to the Ocean till it 

'd up of it. They that ſhall continue 
longeſt Time, have but a few Years to live, 
few Days, and ſome, it may be, but 

or Moments, | | 

us my Brethren, not as upon a thing 

but that I may detain your Thoughts 
a little upon it. And Oh! that 
of this matter, apply it to your 

lay it to Heart! The Aged ſhould do 
they know that in a ſhort time they 


F 


muſt die, there will be no avoiding it; and the 
Young ſhould do it, becauſe they may die before 
they are Old : And of all you young People, that 
now hear me, it is more probable by ten to one, 
you ſhall die young, than that you ſhall live to 
that extreme Age, you may be moſt of you apt 
to iſe your ſelves. Let me therefore inculcate 
this upon you, and let me defire every one 
of you, not only the old but young, not only 
__ „ but the young Man 
of Twenty or Thirty; yea, the Youth and lit- 
tie Child; to think of the Grave whither you are 
going. But I come to the | 
11d. Obſervation : That as we are all going to 
the Grave and muſt die, So the preſent Life is 
the only Time that's given us to provide for another. 
For in this Caſe it is as true as in any; that there 


18 
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FuNEN art SERMON: 7 
no Work; ner Dex Nr nor Wi 
dom in the Grave. That is, when this Life is at 
n end, there is nothing/we can be allow 'd or ſup- 
5084 to do affetwards that will be of any Advan- 
ige to alter or better our Condition. 

This ſhort and uncertain Term of Life is the only 
deaſon we have to get Grace in, or to ſecure our 
atereſt in Chriſt and prepare for Heaven. God 
is allotted this for the time of our Probation, 
ind hereafter is to be the time of Retribution. 
ow it is put to us whether we will 7 of our 
dins and believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. This 
Sour Day: Therefore, as the Apoſtſe ſpeaks, Heb: 
>. 15. Today # ye will hear his Voice, harden not 
rr Hearts. To Day either reſpects the preſent 
ife; or the prefent Time. We have no other 
Opportunity afforded of making our Peace with 
od through Jeſus Chriſt, than what the preſent 
ie afförds. And this is called to-Day, betrauſe of 
he ſhortneſs and uncertainty of Life, which for 
dught we know may be but for a Day or a very 
ittle while, ſo that we can be ſure of no Time but 

he preſent. . | 
8 Abd after this Life is expired, there is no ſeaſon 
pf Grace to be granted us in the other World. 
No Mercy will be offered, no Repentance accep- 
ed of. In this ſenſe we muſt ſay, there is no 
Vork; nor Device, nor Knowledg, nor Wiſdom 
n the Grave. After Death our Work ceaſes, and 
ken we are to receive our Wages; for then the 
Fudgment; Heb. 9. 27. The Time to ſtrive to 
ner" in at the trait Gare, is in this Life; for af-' 
terwards we are to be determitid, either to a State 
of endleſs Happineſs or Miſery. 3 
And then, iP ve would do any thing, it will not 
Arail. n een ATARGE de 
| G up- 
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fappos'd to form, they will do us no good; what- 
ever Propoſals we might niake for our ſelves, they 

i ify nothing. God will not then frame 
for us. He will not ſend his Son 
to die again, or enter upon a new way and me. 
thod of Salvation. As we cannot 1 — the 
great God to make more gracious Propoſals to 
Sinners conſiſtently with his Honour, than he 
3 ſo upon their refuſal of them, it is 
he ſhall enter upon any 
trivances. This were to caſt a Slur 
he has already done. How then ſhall * 
if we neglett ſo great Salvation Heb. 


2. 3 

Either now we muſt obtain Mercy, or our Salva - 
tion will be impoſſible. Hoem ball we eſcape ? that 
is, how can any imagine we ſhall ? It will be the 
moſt unreaſonable thing in the World to expect it. 
Men will but delude themſelves, to think or hope 
x It is what will not be, cannot be, is impoſ- | 


e. | 
Well then, if you loſe the Opportunity that is 
afforded in this Life, there is nothing to be done 
towards your Salvation in the next. There you 
are to receive your Reward or your Puniſhment. ' 
What is loſt here, cannot be retrieved there. Your | 
only Seaſon is now in this Life, and for ought you 
know this preſent Seaſon, while you are hearing, 
and I am ſpeaking to you. If you will not hear 
God calling you vom to his Grace and Mercy in 
Chriſt ; if you will not accept of the preſent Over- 
tures, you may never hear him calling you more. 
If after all your other Refuſals you ſhall add one 


more, he may take from you the Opportunity of 

accepting; and ſeeing you will none of his Counſel 

but deſpiſe his Reprocf, Prov. 1. 30. the —_ Meſ- 
ſenger 


" 
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far as we are able, as rational Creatures ; hoping 
that God, in his due time, will, for Chriſt's bike 
help us to act as e Creatures. | 
With this Explication, my ' Brethren, whatever 
our Hand findeth to do, we are to do it with our 
Might. Herein we are to loſe ao Seaſog, no. Op. 
portunity or N that preſents it ſelf. And 
certainly there is the higheſt reaſon for our cloſing 
with this Advice. For if, for ought I know, all 
that is moſt valuable to me (the Concern I mean 
of my precious Soul) may be at ſtake this Day or 
Hour; if in caſe I let ſlip this Opportunity, I may 
never have another; if I be found unready at 
Death, how much ſoever 1 may wiſh it, I ſhall 
not be able to recover an Inch of Time, no e 
had a whole World to give in purchaſe of it: 
Have I not reaſon, does it not infinitely concern 
me to do all I am able, to uſe my utmoſt Diligence. 
and Labour in making the beft uſe of my Time, 
both as to receiving and doing whatever may fit 
and me-for another World? | 
hy ſhould I be ſo ventureſome, to poſtpone | 

my chief Buſineſs to an uncertain Futyrity ? Why 
ſhould I loiter, grow careleſs and negli gent, from 
- the hope of having Time and Opportunity hereaf: 
ter; which Time I may not live to, and ſhoyld |: 
be catch'd before it comes, I am undone for ever. | 
Had I not better ſet about my main Work now? 
And will it not yield an unſpeakable Satisfaction 
to me, when 1 ſhall have ſecur d the principal 
Point, tho for the preſent it may coſt me ſome 
Pain and Labour? That which muſt neceffarily be 
is it not better to ſet ut it now, than thro 


ne, | 
Gan t i till the Opportuni 
E loft and gone ? 225 


5 
4 
4 


ty of doing it be quite 
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People 
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People do not act ſo inconſiderately in Matters 
e Jof infinitely leſs Importance. If a Man has an 
f rtunity of getting Wealth, promoting the 


| Black of his Calling, or advancing himſelf in 


tever 
1 our the World (ſuppoſing him in his right Senſes) he 
o Op will not loſe the favourable Jun@ure, nor 
And his Pains to obtain ſuch a re Benefit and Ad 
loſing vantage. And why ſhould T be indifferent only 
x, all about the Salvation of my Soul? What reaſon is 
there I ſhould. be fo eager and indefatigable in o- 
ay or ther things, but ſo careleſs and ſlothfül about an 
Lmay Affair of the greateſt Conſequence, even the One 
dy at Thing needful ? Shall Men put forth their whole 
[ ſhall Strength and Might to gain this World, and is 


tho chere not e yea inſinitely greater reaſon they 
of it: mould do the Tame to gain Heaven and Eternal 
ncera Life? For as our Lord himſelf ſpoke, Aar. 16. 
gence 26. What will it profit a Ma, if be gain the 
Time, whole World, and loſe his own Saul? Or what H 
ay fit 4 Man give in exchange for his Soul ? | 
Whatever then our Hand findeth to do, in 
ſtpone order to ſerve our beſt Intereſt; whatever 
Why fions and Opportunities preſent for promoting 
from our everlaſting 18 and Salvation, it is our 
horeaf, higheſt Duty, Wiſdom and Intereſt, to imbrace 
ould | and improve them. Having ſpoken to the Obſer- 
ver. vations that offer themſelves from the Word 
now!? that which remains is what 1 chiefly intend, ang 
faction this is, 
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be | 
in thro: 2 ſome 1 _ 2 es ta- 
18 eir primary immediate 
— 2aly. As tiken in the Senſe to which we _ 
accommodated them. 5 


5 
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The Words, in their immediate Senſe, do re. 
as has been faid, to the preſent 1 
Comforts of Life: And ſo the Reflections 
lead us to make, are ſuch as theſe. As, N 
» That Diligence in Mens lawful Callings, in 
to their 3 Comfort and Benefit, ii 

„ but very commendable, nay 
Whatlberer thy Hand findeth | to do 
thy Secular Concerns and Affairs, as 

the Context) do it with t ky Might; ; 
no fair rtunities which preſent | 
ge, uſe the Abilities that God — A 
whatever thou B . — a 
r with unweary d Dilig | 
4 1 in the New Pet 
to e purpoſe, recom- | 
= things unto us: As that we 


own Bufineſs, 1 Theſſ. 4. 11, 12. i. e. 


7 


1 


FELL 


is, in 


TH 


7's 
15117 7 


Hh 
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1 


te 


to ingag'd in it, as not to have Time or 
Lei — to pry and meddle with other 
Peoples Affairs, or be troubleſom to our Neigh- 
bour. That we work with our Hands, ſo as by our 
own Labour and Induſtry to procure to our ſelves 
_ lies as we want, and to have /ack of no- 


the other hand, we find Idleneſs and 
veigh'd againſt, in the Word of God, as 
ful Exits and as the Source and Spring 
worlt of Miſchiefs; and if the Time 


1 it were eaſy to demonſtrate them 


Laborious Diligence and Induſtry i in our world- 


Concerns, is what People ſhould be found in 

Rice of; this habe the way in which 
Sn ne th Pages nee 
O. 4 t ut et 
And indeed now is the Time both to ac. 


—— 
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ret 


quire 
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uire the Comforts of this World, and to enjoy 


zem 3 for in the other, whither we are going, 
ere ill be quite a different way of ſubliſting. 25 


But as from ſuch Conſiderations as theſe we 


ay quicken Men to Induſtry and Diligence, yet 
4 to be in conjunction with theſe Limita- 


ons and Cautions, vi. that both the Callin 
hey ingage in, and Means and Methods they o 
Erve in following of them, be ſuch as are lawful = 
For to be ingag'd in an unlawful Buſineſs, or to 


eſent Purſue a lawful Calling by indirect and unlawful 


ethods and Practices, can never be attended with 


ee Bleſſing of God; but, on the contrary, muſt 
Jertainly draw down his heavy Curſe upon us. 


And then again, it ought to be with this Cau- 


Lion alſo, that we manage all our worldly Affairs 
In ſubordination to the main Concern and Deſign 
If Religion. For to purſue the Buſineſſes of this 


orld in ſuch a manner, as to neglect our In- 


Fereſts in another, is a great Sin, as well as 
- Wigious Folly and Madneſs. It is true, in proſe- 


uting our ſecular Imployments, we are directed 


In whatſoever our Hand findeth to do, to do it 
Frith our Might: but then this is in the proper 
Time and Place which God has aſſign'd for it, 


Put not ſo as if this were to engroſs all our Time 


Ind Thoughts, and God were to have no part of 


dur Time and Service: Far from it! This were 


Vo invert the Order of Things, and to make Re- 
Figion give place to the World; whereas all things 
Ire to give place to that, and to be done and fol- 
gow'd in ſubſerviency to it. 


And this now naturally leads me, as well as it 


d: Jays me under ſome Obligation, to do Juſtice to- 


he Character of our deceas'd Friend; tho were: 


It merely for his Commendation, I ſhould not: 


mention 


Mr. Twomns Curissonp's 
mention-it;. but I do it for aw of Imita. 
tiom. And am glad]: have: ſachs an Inftancer to 
i order to confront the: Pretences and 
fexof many idle People om the one hand; and 
Il[ believe that allwho knewehim will- allow me 
of: Diligence and Induſtry 
is raxely to be found; · and the World 


but take notice how] God: zer'd: him 
gly: I have been inform'd: thht in the 


Houſe where: this Perſon liv'd, it had been ob- 

ſerv d for! a Courſe of many years, that thbrſeve- 

ral had. ſucceſſively traded in it; yet not one proſ- 

per d. This has made the Hleſſing of God's Pro- 

vidence the more remarkable upon this Man; 

which ſhould teach young Beginners, and ſuch: as 
are ſetting out in the MWorid, the good Effect and 
Gonſequence of honeſt Iuduſtry: and this might 
remove — — —— People 
concerning ſome Houſes; as tho they were not 
lucky ʒ — the Unluckineſs of Houſes, I fear, 
is-chiefly- owing: to the unlucky Temper of the 
Inhabitants, who are idle and negligent, vicious 
and wicked, and do not take thoſe Methods as are 
nete ſſary to advance their Proſperity, and ſecure 
the Bleſting of God. 

But that which I have principally to remark 
under this Head concerning our Friend, and is 
what lam wellaſſur'd of, is this, That tho few 
or none did exceed him in Labour and Diligence, 
yet-under all this he had a conſcientibus regard 
to the Honour of God, by keeping up: Religion 
inchis Family. The natute of his Buſineſs Was 

ſuch, as requir d the whole Family) to be very 
early at it in the morning, and to continue late at 

night ; and ſuch. were his Hurries in providing for 


others, 
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thers, as very often he did not allow himſelf 
ime ſedately to fit down and eat his own neceſ- 
ry Food. Herein I will not wholly excuſe him 


If blame, yet I muſt fay in his Vindication, that 
Jotwithſtanding this he took care that God was 
Muly worſhip'd and ſerv'd by him and his Houſe. 
Prayer was daily offer'd up in his Family, and that 
'Woth Morning and Night. He very rarely omitted 
perform this part with his Servants himſelf, and 
Wok care to have it done by a grave and ſerious 
erſon, when he was neceſſarily abſent. 


| am pleas'd in mentioning this, chiefly up- 
this Account, that it gives me the Opportuni- 
to confront thoſe, who pretend the Hurries 
Buſineſs for the negle& of Family-Duty, or at 


Maſt think it a ſufficient Excuſe for the ſeldom 
Erforming of it. The Example I ſet before you 
$4 as plauſible a Pretence in this reſpect, as any, 


at leaſt as moſt of you, and yet he could not 


Mtisfy his Conſcience with it. And, my Brethren, 
Sw can any of you imagine that will be a ſuffi- 


ent Plea in the Sight of God for the negle ct of 


Fur 2 which is ſo plainly confuted by the 


actice of one of your Fellow-Chriſtians, who 


Ppear d to be in as great a Croud of Buſineſs, as, 
Em Ir moſt of you can pretend to? 


Never let this then be admitted as an Excuſe 


Ir your Neglects and Omiſſions. Better be with- 


t all that Buſineſs, which defrauds you of the 
ime which you neceſſarily owe to God, and the 


;Wtereft of your Souls. If you are in never ſuch 


urries, yet you can ſtep afide to ſpeak a few 


Words to a Friend upon earneſt Buſineſs, and then 


turn to your Work again; and why can you 


t ſtep. afide from the World, and ſpare a lit- 
time every day a” a7 with God, with. 


whom 


— rr 


* 


26 Mr. THOMAS CrissoLD's | 
whom you have the greateſt Concern and Bu ſi. 
ness ? A 


21y. Another Reflection I would make upon the 
w in the ſenſe they immediately refer to, is; 
thi t it is not only lawful, under the Re 
actions and Cantions that have been given, to 
uſe a vigorous Diligence in gerting, but to take. 
Comfort in enjoying what our honeft Induſtry has. 
procur'd us. | 
This is particularly recommended in the Verſe 
before the Text, and the Text is brought in as: 
farther Argument to enforce it: Ver. 7. Eat thy 
Bread with Joy, and drink thy Wine with a merry 
Heart; i. e. 1 and thankfully enjoy thy 
Comforts, avoiding all diſtracting Care and Grief 
for the Occurrences of this World. Let thy Gar- 
ments be always white, and let thy Head lack n 
Ointment : by this he underſtands a chearfal and 
pleaſant Converſation, eſpecially in times of Tran. 
aillity and Proſperity. Again, Ver. g. Live joy 
faly with thy W. — thou loveſt all the days 
the Life if obs Vanity, for that is thy Portion in 
this Life, and in t which thou takeft un. 
der the Sum; q. d. Thou canſt reap no other Fruit 
of all thy Toil in this Life, but to take an inno- 
cent Pleaſure, with Tranquillity of Mind, in ſuch 
good things 2s the Providence of God beſtowe: 
upon thee. And then he further enforces this in 
my Text, from the Conſideration of our Mort 
lity, not as the Senſualiſt and Epicure, but fo a 
always to obſerve the Bounds of Vertue and Mo 
deration. We are allow'd with Freedom and 
Cheartulneſs to enjoy our Comforts, ſo far as i 
conſiſtent with our Duty, and conducing to ou 
Health. Nay, it is expected we ſerve Lim wit. 
Foyſulneſs and Gladneſs of Heart, for the = 
6 
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By the ſecond Death we are to underſtand eter: 


nal Death, the Soul's everlaſting Separation from 
God; which will be the Lot and Portion of the 
Wicked. From this Death all true Believers in 
Chriſt ſhall be deliver'd. | 
But as to the firſt Death, that is, temporal 
Death, which conſiſts in the Soul's Separation from 
the Body, and the Diſſolution of this outward. 
Frame and Tabernacle ; it is appointed or laid up 
for all, both good and bad, Heb. 9. 27. We mull 
all die the firſt Death, or be chang d, 1 Cor, 15. 
51. Death will one day find us out, when there 
will be no running away from it. This Part of: 
the Puniſhment of Sin we ſhall all ſuffer, even the: 
Righteous as well as the Unrighteous. The Sen] 
tence is paſs d upon us, and we are every day go- 
—_ execution. Some are allow'd a longer, and 
others a ſhorter way to it; but all are drawing 
nearer and nearer every Day and Hour. | 
This is a Debt that Sin has laid us under a ne. 
ceſlity of paying, We have ſin'd, and there- 
fore we muſt die. We muſt, I fay, all of us die 
the firſt Death, God grant we may not fall under. 
the power of the ſecond too. Temporal Death is 
very terrible, but what will eternal be! This is 
the Deſert of onr Sins as well as the other, and 
what we ſhall infallibly ſuffer, if we don't take 
care to make our Peace with God, thro Faith in 
Jeſu Chriſt, and Repentance from dead Works. 
great then is the Evil of Sin that has expos'd 

us 3 11 A 
(2. we going, and I may ſay going apace, 
to the Grave? This ought to reftrain us from 
all Exceſs of Aﬀettion to the things of this World. 
Not that I would diſſuade 1 3 taking any 
Comfort at all in preſent things, out of an Ap- 
| prehenſion 


| eter- © 


from 


f the 


IS in 


tward 


uid up 
them, and to 
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or. 15. 
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forts of Life, 
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en the 


Sen- 
y go- 


r, and 


awing 
T cedented x for that he hath given many ſuch 


a ne- 
there- 
us die 


under 
eath i; 
This is 


r, and 


t take 


aith in 
Works. 
>xposd 


5 from 
orld. 


g any 


m Ap- 
enſion 


receive them with Thankfulneſs at his 
1poral * 
from 
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prehenſion of Death; no, my Brethren, this were 
to make Life miſerable. It is, as I have ſhew 

altow'd, and is what God expects in return o 
the Mercies he has beſtow'd upon you, that you 
nds, and 
chearfully enjoy them. But then we ſhould ſo 


moderate our Love to, and Delight in theſe things, 


as to be prepar'd and ready to leave them, when- 
ever Death ſhall come and call us away from 
with them at no great Pain 
and Difficulty. When we are in the midſt of our 
Enjoyments, and ſurrounded with all the Com- 
and have the moſt advantageous 
ar 7 9 of worldly Happineſs, we ſhonld then 
conſider with- our ſelves, that if God ſhould fee. 
fit to ſhow in us the Vanity of worldly Proſperi- 
ty, now is the moſt proper time to remove us; 
and if he ſhould do ſo, it would not be an unpre- 


Inſtances of the like nature heretofore. And in- 
deed we have now ſuch an Inftance before us in 
the deceas d. It is fit to be taken notice of, and 
ought to make an Impreſſion upon us. ; 

He was one that God had very ſignally proſ- 
per'd; I may fay, in ſuch a manner, as all the City 
took notice of it, The World was pour'd in up- 
on him faſter than he was able to receive it. His 
Shop was almoſt always full of Cuſtomers, and 
ſometimes crouded about the Doors: Few, I be- 
lieve, if any, in that way of Buſineſs, have had 


J that Succeſs from ſo ſmall a beginning in ſo ſhort 
apace, 


a Space of Time; beſides this (ſo far as I am a- 
ble to learn) he had a fair Reon, and was 
generally well reſpected. His Induſtry and Cha- 
rater recommended him to a Family, where he 
was like to have match'd with a Perſon he thought 


every 
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every way ſutable to him, beſides the Increaſe to 
be made to his Subſtance, by the addition of a 
conſiderable Fortune. Again, over and above all 
this, which was ſo promiſing, he was a young 
Man, having but juſt finiſh'd the Thirtieth Year 
of his Age, a healthy Perſon ; ſo that the hope of 
a ing r and a long Enjoyment, | 
might have added to the Pleaſure of his Prof Qs, 
But as he was juſt laying his Hands upon all this 

i Death comes behind and plucks him a- 
way, and by a Fever, in eight days time, caſt this 
Perſon down, whom every body look'd upon asa 
riſing Man, into the dark and filent Grave. So 
that if he had not taken care of a better Inheri- 
tance in another World, he that every body was 
ready to eſteem happy, muſt have been a moſt 
miſerable Man. For as to the preſent Comforts of 
Life, he had not time as yet to enjoy them ; but 
whilſt he was carry'd on with the hope of ſome- 
thing that would come at laſt, his Life, in the 
mean while, was nothing but Labour and Travel, 
and even that Hope at laſt diſappointed by the 
Stroke of Death. 

And now ſhould not ſuch an Inſtance as this af. 
fett and teach us? O how vain a thing is Man! 
How vain is all the Happineſs of this World! 
How does the Uncertainty and Fickleneſs of Life 
ſtain the Glory of all this World's Beauty, and 
lower the Price of its Comforts and Proſperity ! To 
what ſe ſhould we ſet our Hearts upon theſe 
things, when, alas! after the faireſt Hopes, we may 
never come to enjoy them; or if we do, yet may 
by Death be fo ſaddenly and 1 ſnatch'd 
away from them? Should not ſuch Conſiderations 
and Examples as theſe teach us to moderate our 
AﬀeRions towards worldly things? Surely this 

is 


ere of his Neig 
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one of the chief Leſſons this ſad Providence 
Mould teach ns = and particularly. thoſe that 


bourhood: and Acquaintance 3 
30d grant we may be all ſo wiſe as to learn In- 
ruction from it. But, ; 


(3.) Seeing we are all haſtening to the Grave, 


Wet us be often thinking of Death before it comes; 


nd let us ſo act and live, as that when it does 
ome, it may be no Surprize to us. Pray there- 
ore every day, converſe every day, manage your, 


Huſineſſes and Employments every day in ſuch 
Fnanner as thoſe who know they muſt die, and 


That for ought they know in a very ſhort time: 


hat when Death ſhall come, you may not think 


ſtrange at it, but may ſubmit to it with Steddi- 


Iyreparing for; and may be able to fay, it 


eſs and Comfort, as a thing you have been long 


not 
ome before I expected it, or before I had ſet my 


- Wouſe in order. O what an Advantage will this 


ve to us! How will it abate the Surprize and Ter- 


Yror of Death! nor ſhall we hereby die one mo- 


ment ſooner, but certainly much more ſedately 
and comfortably. To a Man that | 


has been all his days familiarizing See Sherlock 


to himſelf the Thoughts of Death, por Death. 


dying will be but like the putting 
Joff his Clothes at night, in order to lay himſelf 


down in a ſweet Bed of Reſt after a hard day's 


e may 


t may 


atch'd 


ations 


y this 
is 


t 


I 
N 
ö 
2 


Ition: It is but leaving the earthly Houſe of this 
ts —— 


Labour ; ſuch a one, when dying, will fay, he is 
but going to undreſs, to be uncloth d (as the Apo- 
ſtle expreſſes it, 2 Cor. 5. 4) that he may be cloth d 
upon, that Mortality may be ſwallow'd up of Life. 

r to one that is prepar'd, dying is but like a 
Man's going out of an old and totter'd Dwelling, 
into a more agreeable and commodious Habita- 


acle, 


— - 


| 
ö 
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Tabernacle, to have a Building of God, an Honſ: 
* with Hands, eternal in the Heavens, 
2 Cor. 5. 1. bo 
; Seeing then we muſt all die, and are all haſten. 
ing to the Grave, let this moderate, I fay, our Af. 
ſections to the things of this preſent World, and 
may it engage us to think much of Death, and! 
prepare for it before it comes. And fo much for 
the Uſe we ſhould make of the firſt Obſervation. 
As for the | 
Second, viz. That the preſent Life id the only 
Time we have to provide for our Souls; the Uſe | 
would make ot this, is, . 
1. To convince you of the Sin and Folly of 
Mens procraſt imat ing their Repentance and Con- 
— <a till it hecomes the laſt thing of their Life. 
When they have an important Affair to mind, how 
— is — t = off " the laſt thing hey 
wi hi ay or loiter away all that 
time, which affords Rh the fitteſt Opportunity 
todo it in. Since the preſent time is the beſt Sea- 
fon we have to provide for our Souls, ſurely we 
ought not to let it ſlip. There are many Conſi- 
derations which ſhould induce us hereto, For, 
582 To repent and turn to God, is the chief 
ines we have in Life. There is none like it. 
This is of principal Concern to us, and therefore 
what _ in the farit place to be thought on and 
iſpatch' | 
a this be done, all the time we live in 
the World will be miſpent Time, we ſhall do no- 
thing that is really of any Value or Conſidera- 
tion. Our Time will be loſt, we ſhall live to no 
unleſs it be a bad one; and whilſt it is 
itwere better not to have liv'd at all: For 
what is that Life good for, that anſwers = 7 
| \ al; 
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to that it was deſign'd for? 

(3.) Conſider how ſad and deplorable that Man's 
Condition muſt needs be, that has defer'd his Re- 

ntance to a Death-Bed : For then it is to be 
fear'd he has loſt his Opportunity, and tho he ne- 
WM ver-ſo-much wiſh he had repented and made his 
peace with God, it will fienily nothing. And tho 
he pray with never ſuch earneſt Intreaties, that 
God would ſpare him, and give him a little longer 
time, it ſhall not be granted. His fixd Time is 
come, and die he muſt, - 
Again, how much Sorrow ſoever ſuch a one may 
ſeem to expreſs for the Sins and Miſcarriages of 
nis paſt Life, how good Promiſes and Reſolutions 
. Wſoever he may make of becoming a reform'd 
Man, and a ſerious Chriſtian ; how can he or his 
WFriends know that herein he is ſincere, ſince God 
will allow him no time to give any Proof or Evi 
Wdence of it, 
Add to this, how poor and cold the beſt Com- 
fort muſt be which a Miniſter can afford to a dy- 
ag Man, that has liv'd all his days in Sin and 
FMſtrangement from God, and put off that to the 
aſt Period -and Moment of Life, which ſhould 
ief Wave been the chief Buſineſs of his whole Life? 
it. And then once more, what Confuſion muſt the 
Poor Man be in from his own Reflections (if he 
is his Senſes) upon his miſpent Life; from the 
Senſe he may have of his Guilt, and the terrible 


live in Wrath he has deſerv'd; from the very few Mo- 
do no- Wnents he has now to prepare for Eternity; from 
ſidera · Ihe Doubts and Fears that will unavoidably ſpring 

to no up in his Mind, whether God will accept him, or 
{ it is Wvhether the Concern he expreſſes be not from a 
|: For 


atural Dread of Wrath and everlaſting Puniſh- 
10t its | bp ment, 


End; 


End; nay, is employ'd toan End quite contrary - 


. 
— —— — 
—— — — — —— — » 
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ment, rather than a Principle of faving Grace? 
Oh what Difficulties muſt the Man be embar- 
rad with, that has his great Work to do juſt 
as he lies a dying ! His Fr and Frights, to- 


- gether with the ſhortneſs is time, the Pains 
and Diſorders attending his Sickneſs, beſides ma- 
ny other affliting Circumſtances, _ o incom- 
mode them, and put him into fach Diſtreſs and 
Confuſion, as no one but muſt think this the un- 
fitteſt time of all a Man's Life, to manage fuch a 
Buſineſs as that of the Salvation of his Soul. How 
zreat then is the Folly of thoſe that defer their 
Repentance to a Death-Red ? Burt, 

2. Let us then all examine our ſelves nom we 
have time, bow matters ſtand between God and 
our Souls. Let us blek God we are not reduc'd 
to thoſe deſperate ſtraits as many Thouſands have 
been. Oh what would ſome have given upon a 
Death-Bed for a little time, for a few Weeks and 
Days; nay, tho it were but ſo little a Space of 
Time as to make one ſerious Prayer more, or to 
receive a little further Information and Inſtruc- 
tion! Bleſs God you are not reduc'd to fuch a 
hard pinch as this ! 

Let the Examples of others be a Warning to 
von; ble God yan have the Means of Grace ſtill 
continu'd, and many precious Helps afforded you; 
bleſs him that you are at preſent in Health, an 
have fome time in your hands, tho how ſhort 
you know not. 

Oh improve it whilſt you have it ! Let the 
Death of this Perſon be improv'd by you into a 
ſerious Preparation for your own Death. Be ye 
2 ready, for in ſuch an Hour as you think not 

Sen of Man cometh. Death will come as a 
Thief in the Night, ſilently and ſuddenly ; — 
| ow 
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garn our Lord, Mat. 23. 43, 44-) thar 


the Thi 3 he would have 


up your Houſe 
er yo are aw 


he Opportunities God is pleas d to afford us for 
ur j. That — — conch = 
and flndeth ts de, we d6 it with our Might: 
ot as you hive been told, there is no Work, nor 


Device, nor Wikdon in the Grave, whither thou 
2 on would exhott you then, 
0 


£ize highly the preſent Opportunities of 
hee gi fb it Rach iae'd God to afford you : 
To improve them; be not indifferent about 


hem; pray, hear, read, meditate, receive, at- 
nd upon Orditiaces with all your Miglit : 


To live up t6 the means of Grace you enjoy: 
et yotif Cotiverfation be agreeable to your Pro- 
eſſion: And; a 

Laſtly, To imitate what you ſee good in your 


Fellow-Chriſtians, and to avoid what you ſee de- 
ective in them. And with reſpe& to the De- 


eazd, let me deſire you to imitate Him; 

1. In Diligence in your daily Callings and Im- 
loyments. Idleneſs and Sloth, want of Dili- 
ence and Induſtry, have ruin'd not only many a 
erſon, but many a Family, that otherwiſe might 
we liv'd comfortably and in good Reputation; 

d by their Induſtry in ſuch a ttading and po- 

lous City as this, might have gain'd conſide- 


4 bly, fo as to have 1 * not only great BleF 
| 2 


ſings 
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ton this 
; the Houſe had known in what 


his Honſe to 
ſee then that you prepare and 
make ready. But I proceed to the oy” | 
Third and laſt Obſervation, That it is our Duty, 
ſalum, and Intereſt to do our utmoſt, in improving 


— — — Eä́——B — 
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z. In the ſpecial regard he 
cation of the Lord's- Day. Hexe I muſt obſerve 
laborious ſoever he and his 


Servants 
ſhould do no ſervile Work on the Lord's- Day: 
And therefore that all might have that Day intire 
to themſelves, he would not ſuffer his Ovens to be 
heated, nor would bake ſo much as for his own 
Family; but what was neceſſary for them, he 
us'd on that day to have it done abroad. 
Beſides this, he took care that none of his 
Goods were fold. or deliver'd out on that day, 
—— had LR —— | cd as in Heut 
eceility. is he n with m the 
and held it on. I wiſh tho. Be ob- 
ſerve this, that pretend the fear of diſobliging 
theit 22 and eſpecially thoſe of this 
Trade, who ſet their Goods at their Doors (as | 
have my felf obſerv'd fince the preaching of this 
Sermon) and inſtead of denying, do what they 
can to tempt People to buy on the Lord's. Day. 
And, Oh! that you would imitate him in the 
ſpecial Care he took of his Servants on this Day, 
by repeating the Sermons, examining}. them about 
what they heard, inſtrucking them in the Princi 
ples of the Chriſtian ine by catechizing 
and in praying with them, and taking care, f 
abſent (which was but a very few times) 0 leave 
one to perform the ſame in his place. > 


4 Imitarc 
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- Imitate him in ſabmitting to faithful Chriſ: - 
Reproof. When told of ſomething that ſeem'd- 
ſo agreeable to his former Diligence, of his 
ng, às it was thought, oftner than heretofore - 

a publick Houſe; after he had offer'd what 
y would have judg'd a ſufficient Vindication, 


5 however told them, that for the future he 
nctifi-Npuld give them no ſuch cauſe of Reprehenſion. 
blerve 5. Io conclude; whatever was defective in 
ad his m (as who is without his Failings) remember he 
e they hs a Man, and fanRify'd but in part, and do you 
Day: Wdcavour to avoid it. I come therefore to the 

intire Wt thing, and that is E 


o Ar Account of bis Death. | 


mM he 

of his This! have had in writing from a Relative that 
t day tended him in his Sickneſs, Which I here give al- 
ost word for wore. 
e firſt From his firſt taking ill, he had an Apprehen- 
1d. oba of Death. He faid he'did not know what 
blizineM was to die; but if his Work were done, he 
of. hid rather die than live, for this had been a hur- 


ing troubleſom World to him, in which he 
und ſuch Snares and Temptations, as made him 
ent it ſo pleas'd God, he might die in this 
icknels. . : why 
He call'd over the Sins of his Life with great 
rief and Agony of Soul, with bitter Sighs and 
ears, confeſſing them to God, and begging Par- 
ea thro the Merit of the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt, 
hizing.Þ whom alone he believ'd. _ | 
> 8 He confeſsd his Sins to others, whom he 
ought mitzht be influencd by his Example, 
he things he particularly confeſs d and bewa id 
f | with 


Mr. THOMAS Curss0tp's 
were his Paſſion at his 
Family on a Lord's- Day 
three tithes (arid not the 
in his room t6 6fficlate fe 
livd, he would never do th 

ing too muck time i mine 

too little in ſerving God: Ani 
4. Lore | 


he ſhould die, and as à dying Maſter he 
charg'd them to follow what they had feert goo: 
| In him, and what they had ſeen bad to avoid; 
and confefling his Sin of Paſſion to them, he de 
—_— D 
faid in his Sickneſs his State was fafe, tho hi 
was bad; for time was, in which he wa 
the Spirir of God did witne with his Spiri 
t he was his. Then he would often cry ou 
with grievous Sighs, Oh that ever 1 ſhould fin a 
inſt ſo good a God, as has been ſo kind to me! 
He Haid, if he defir'd Life for any thing here 
it was to ſuffer for Chriſt's aks, which he counte: 
the yung Honour; yet not without fear, le 
he ſhould be unable to ſtand in the day of Tru 
and diſhonour God. 1 
It was part of his Death - Bed Trouble, that h 
had taken fo much Satisfaction and Joy in th 
Proſpect of that Comfort he hop'd to have, i 
being yok'd to a ſutable Perſon ; had he liv'd a lit 
tle time longer, that Matter had been conſunmms: 


FT FF an. 8 


* He promis d the Perſn, to wbom be was engag d, 
beep ber « Country- Lodging, but then deſign d fo be in Ton 
with bis Family on the Lord s-. 

dec 
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d. All the while he was engaging in that Affair, 
e had a ſecret Whiſpering and Preſage of Death, 
hich, accordingly came and prevented him of his 


ſign. PRES 

When dying, notwithſtanding the comfortable 
oſpe&t he had form'd, he bid, he could gladly 
we all, and they were as nothing to him, com- 
d with Jeſys Chriſt, and to be with him, 
Fhe laſt words of Scripture he was heard to ſpeak, 
ere, I go te my Father, and your Father, ta ay 


od, and your God. 


5 Thus we have good reaſon to that Death 
A 2s his Gain, but the Loſs is ours: A Loſs to the 
avoid rticular Perſon to whom he had devoted fa 


ach of his Actions whole 81 cannot r Fre 
without Pity ; 1 pray God lupport her: 

J his Family, to the Church, to the City, and ta 

Wl his Frier The beſt way to have it made up, 

to learn thoſe Inſtructions which this ad Provi- 

nce ſhould teach, and do theſe things which it 

"Gn 2 ould excite and quicken us to obſerye. 


me! 
2 here F I N 1 8 
af — 


E RR AT A= 
that hJl Pag. 11. lin. 10. for done read undertaken, 


r 
7d A lit | | itt be Publiftf.4. 
4 In a few Days wilt be Publiſt d, 


7 Fzg a * of Mig Drew 
e7. being Sacrament- Day, and apply 2100 to that 
emnity. By Thomas Reynolds, Printed for J. Lane 
eat the Angel in the Poultry. _ 


N Printed for Nath, Cliff a; 
D enen. 1 . ; 


9 in order to dh Wed imptuo: 
Convince the Sceptick, and incourageWheIfp. 
dent. Left under his Own Hand, t be commu 
cated'to the Publick after his ceiſe.” he Seco 
j with — from?! e Aut ot's Ori 


ee Dicobris ol the Duty ef bray 
Preachd at the Friday Fee Lee in E 
theap. By ſeveral Miaiſters. n 
Practical Diſconrſes of Singing in che 
of , preach'd at the Friday Leck 
2 ſeveral Miniſters; s. 
Practical Diſcourſes on Hearing, the Ward, 
ſeveral Miniſters. 

A Method for Prayer, with Striphi rb 


fions proper to be us d under each Head. 
thew He Miniſter of the Goſpel 2d Edit. 
The Holy Seed, o the Life of Mr. Tho. Bea 


wrote by himſelf, with ſome Account of his Dea 
Sep. 15. 1710. ſoon” after he had compleated © 
15th Year of his A Age. With his 1 1 
ich a 


by Fof. Porter. hor by, 7 
[RA The Second Edition, with be 
— his own Manuſcripts. 
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religiouſty; er with the 15 85 57 
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